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GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS

Instructor

This essay has looked at the subject matter from
the perspective of each of the three disciplines in
turn, and done so, in the main, in language of a
standard wholly appropriate for work at this level. 

Turning to the content, the point made on page 1
about the Celtic label not being "used by the people
it is supposed to represent" is not strictly true, as
acknowledged by the Caesar reference on page 3.
We also cannot know that the Celts "spread from
the far reaches of Eastern Europe" (p. 1), as this is
one of many conflicting interpretations. 

The remaining historical pages give an accurate,
but largely descriptive, account of classical
descriptions of the Celts. 

In the archaeology section, the point on page 6
about the Galatians of Asia Minor speaking a Celtic
language without the associated material culture is
an indication that the two may often not go
together (and so here we have an example of an
actual migration which did not leave much in the
way of material remains - there is not always
"archaeological evidence" for every movement of
people). The following pages then provide a
summary of the main aspects of the Hallstatt and
La Tene cultures as well as the supposedly Celtic
areas which do not show strong evidence for them.

Moving on to philology (p. 9) we cannot know
whether the tribes and language had spread in
the way suggested. It is also worth noting that
Brittonic was well established in Britain before the
arrival of the Romans, and its subsequent survival
following their departure suggests that it, rather
than Latin, was the dominant language.  On the
same page, it should be noted that Hecataeus did
not imply that the Celtic homeland was in southern
Germany. Whether or not Herodotus did so



depends on the interpretation of his source of the
Danube. 

On page 10, Collis is right to assert that the Celtic
languages could just as easily have been called
Gaulish, but had this happened we would now no
doubt be listening to archaeologists telling us that
no Classical source ever called the inhabitants of
Britain Gauls, and so all the current contoversies
about "the Celts" would be held about "the Gauls"
instead. Interestingly, one train of thought believes
that Lhuyd chose Celtic as the name for this branch
of languages (rather than, say, Brittonic or Gaulish)
because it was neutral (i.e. not associated with
either the British or French states) and less likely
to be controversial! 

With regard to the shared position of the Celtic
languages geographically (p. 11), there is nothing
particularly unusual about this, as can be seen if
we look at the Germanic, Romance or Slavic
languages for instance. Their proximity to the sea
is more a case of where they can still be found,
rather than the full extent of their historical
location.

As a theme running through the essay, there is
rather too much emphasis on migration as the
means of distribution (p. 12), bearing in mind that
a catalyst is all that is needed for material culture
or language to spread. Technologies can be shared
by copying, and language shift does not have to be
based on population movement (the shift from
Irish to English in the nineteenth century is one of
many examples of this). There can therefore be no
"solid proof" that the Celtic peoples "had their
origins in the far eastern areas of the continent". 

Taken as a whole, this essay does provide a
summary of the evidence from the three
discplines. It could, however, have been less
descriptive and more analytical in parts, and less
inclined to see migration as the driver for change.
That said, it does represent a genune attempt at
undertaking the assignment as set. 
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